REGULAR MEETING OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Monday, November 24,
2014.

Mayor Jordan called the meeting to order at 8:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL was answered by Councilmembers Judith F. Davis, Konrad E. Herling, Leta M. Mach,
Silke 1. Pope, Edward V. J. Putens, Rodney M. Roberts and Mayor Emmett V. Jordan.

ALSO PRESENT were Michael McLaughlin, City Manager; David Moran, Assistant City Manager;
John Shay, City Solicitor; and Cindy Murray, City Clerk.

auline Ellers, Lillian O’Brien,

Mayor Jordan asked for a moment of silence in memory of resider
Hindt. He then led the pledge of

Douglas Sturm and Jack Owens and former resident Hele
allegiance to the flag.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: It was
that the consent agenda be approved. The motio

Council thereby took the following actions:

Minutes
Work Session, September
Work Session, October 29, 2

he County’s Transportation Priorities as
project remains no lower than second on the

Council approved Friday, December 26, 2014, as a special
holiday to employe:

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Jordan requested “Small Business Saturday Proclamation” be
added to the agenda under Presentations and Mr. Roberts requested “Referral for Ethics Review” be
added to the agenda as Item #23. With these two additions, it was moved by Mr. Putens and
seconded by Ms. Pope that the agenda be approved. The motion passed 7-0.

PRESENTATIONS:

Small Business Saturday Proclamation: Mayor Jordan read a proclamation declaring
Saturday, November 29, 2014, as Small Business Saturday and encouraged residents to
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support local businesses by buying locally on this day and throughout the year. He
recognized Gwen Vaccaro, Greenbelt Community Development Corporation, and Cindy
Comproni, Roosevelt Center Merchants Association/Greenbelt Federal Credit Union, who
were in attendance and presented each with a copy of the proclamation.

Ms. Vaccaro thanked Council for recognizing the important role small businesses play in the
community.

Ms. Davis, Mr. Herling and Ms. Mach commented on the Marketplace Fairness Act,
proposed legislation pending in the Congress that will allow states to require online and
other out-of-state retailers to collect sales and use tax Mach commented that this
isn’t a new tax but a tax that hasn’t been impleme yroperly for many years.

ember 15 was America Recycles
ed the Recycle Right
ew blue recycling bins

Recycle Right Awards: Mayor Jordan announce
Day. Luisa Robles, the City’s Sustainabili “oordinator, exp
Awards program and identified the winn ach winner receiv
identifying them as contest winners, as v
Washington Council of Governments, Mo

The winners were:

Matt and Chris Beckley
Nathan Caudill
Jessie Britton

Dorian Winterf

Monday City Route
Tuesday City Route
‘ednesday City Route
‘Thursday City Route

Contractual Route

read a petition to Deny City’s Request to Rewrite the Forest
1ed to the minutes.)

McAndrew, 7500 Greenway Center Drive and 115
d his petition submitted at the October 27, 2014, meeting to
classified employees. She noted that Mr. McAndrew was
unable to attend the m cheduling issues. (A copy of the petition is attached to the

minutes.)

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS: None

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:

Mr. McLaughlin announced the City’s annual Festival of Lights will begin on December 5" with the
lighting of the Holiday Tree. He added that the Greenbelt East Tree Lighting is scheduled for
December 7.

Ms. Davis asked the status of the assessment of the five rooms available at the old Greenbelt Middle
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School. Mr. McLaughlin said Gardiner and Gardiner had submitted a cost proposal on Friday and it
is being reviewed this week by staff. He said CARES and Planning & Code Enforcement staff are
also evaluating the rooms to determine if they have any use for them. Mr. McLaughlin said once
complete, the information will be provided to Council.

In response to a question from Mayor Jordan, Mr. McLaughlin provided an update on the renovation
work at Greenbelt Theater. He said a construction progress meeting is scheduled for next week. Ms.
Davis requested a project status report be provided bi-weekly.

Ms. Pope asked the status of the Safe Routes to School project on Springhill Drive. Mr. McLaughlin
said the islands and crosswalks are complete but the electric work for the flashing signage has not yet
been done. He said he would check on the timeline of the ele vork.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: None

LEGISLATION

Roof System over
tures Unlimited,

A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Pur
the Indoor Pool Area at the Greenbelt Aquatic
Inc. at a Cost not to Exceed $570.000

e.of Installation of Kal
itne nter from Str

retractable. Mr. McLaughlin said yes. Mr.
ed. Mr. McLaughlin said the roof is opened to

viewed the petition from John Abell for a policy on reporting
ild pornography at its work session on June 16, 2014. He
explained that based on n at the work session, Council had directed staff to: 1) Review
the Police Department Policy on the Release of Information; 2) Research a Training Program
offered by the Darkness to Light Organization; and 3) Develop a City Policy on Handling a
Situation where a City Employee is Accused/Found guilty of Child Sexual Abuse.

Captain Tom Kemp said the Police Department had reviewed its policy on the release of
information regarding child pornography related offenses. He said a proposed modification has
been proposed to their policy (general order) to include in the Police Blotter/Weekly Crime
Report details of the arrest of any suspects involved in child pornography related offenses in
cases where specified established criteria are met regarding no harm coming to specific victims
or witnesses, or the investigation not being compromised.
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Mr. McLaughlin explained that Dr. Park, Director of Greenbelt CARES, had researched
available training programs and was impressed with the program offered by the Darkness to
Light organization that “raises awareness of the prevalence and consequences of child sexual
abuse by educating adults to prevent, recognize and react responsibly to the reality of child
sexual abuse.” He said Dr. Park has recommended the City host/fund an initial training program
provided by the Darkness to Light organization to CARES staff and up to 25 persons as an initial
effort.

ining. Mr. McLaughlin said it

Ms. Mach asked if individuals would have to pay to attend the
< enough interest is expressed

was recommended the City cover the cost of the initial traini
" in a second training session, the cost can be reviewed at th

employee convicted of “a felony o ense i ’ al turpitude” which provides
sufﬁc1ent authority and direction to act loyee is accused or convicted of

Ms. Mach asked if
yes, in typical circu
an extended period of
process.

d concern that the judicial process can take
t investigations can often be a lengthy

he proposal under consideration. He commented that
in the future. Mr. Abell also said he had spoken to a Maryland

of a Greenbelt police offic
City arrange for this traini

n their Crimes Against Children Task Force. He suggested the

Bill Orleans, Greenbelt, asked and was provided answers to several questions.

Ms. Davis moved that Council approve the following actions:
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1) Proposed modification to Police Department policy (general order) to include details
of the arrest of any suspects involved in child pornography related offenses in the Police
Blotter/Weekly Crime Report in cases where specified established criteria are met
regarding no harm coming to specific victims or witnesses, or the investigation not being
compromised.

2) Host/fund initial training programs provided by the Darkness to Light organization to
CARES staff, all department heads and supervisors and up to 25 persons as an initial
effort and review other training options such MSP training.

3) Proposed City policy specific to cases where an employee is accused or convicted of
child pornography or sexual abuse.

Ms. Pope seconded.
It was noted that the Police Department provides n
police report but the News Review edits out the n
the City could pay the News Review to includ

Sue Stern, 5-K Gardenway, spoke in support of
that the Police Department receive traini

Laura Kressler, Chair of the Public
action.

The motion passed 7-0.

Petition Regarding S:
agenda comments.

interest. After discussio ay said no as Mr. Herling’s position had nothing to do

specifically with these items.
Theodora Scarato, 6-S Hillside, thanked Council for considering her petition. She provided
packets to Council noting the actions taken by other governments across the country. Ms.
Scarato encouraged education to use cell phones more intelligently.

Mayor Jordan requested that cell phone safety information be included on the City website.
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Ms. Davis said she would support Council sending a non-alarmist letter to the FCC expressing
concern about possible dangers of cell phones and other wireless devices. However, she added
more research is needed on the subject and noted that the National Cancer Society has not even
taken a position on this concern yet.

Mr. Putens moved that Council send a letter to the FCC encouraging action on the possible
dangers of cell phones and other wireless devices and the City make brochures available to
encourage simple safety steps when using these devices for distribution at City events, such as
the health fair, to help raise awareness about this issue. Ms. Pope seconded.

The motion passed 7-0.

Ms. Davis encouraged caution be used to assure the br ¢ educational and not alarmist in

nature.

Petition to Oppose Locating Cell Phone Towe J : Mayor Jordan read the
agenda comments.

ge’s County Public ‘School
1. agreement to lease property to

' the PGCPS School Board and the County Executive
towers on school properties focusing on the concerns of

Ms. Davis said both she and Mayor Jordan had received letters from CTI Wireless asking them
to oppose this item and the previous item on the dangers of cell phones and wireless devices.

Mr. Putens moved that Council send a letter to the County Executive, the PGCPS Board, the
PGCPS Chief Executive Officer and the County Office of Acquisitions: 1) noting the City’s
opposition to cell phone towers on school property in the City and in schools where Greenbelt
children attend schools; 2) focusing on the concerns of parents and the community; 3)
encouraging more transparency in the process of cell phone tower placement on school
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properties; and 4) expressing safety concerns to students such as tower access roads,
maintenance of the towers and personnel who service the towers. He further moved that this
concern be included on the agenda of Council’s legislative dinner. Mr. Herling seconded. The
motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Herling asked that staff research HR-4961, federal legislation that may affect emergency
responders.

Greenbelt Theater — 35 Millimeter Projector: Mayor Jordan read the agenda comments.

ding for the installation of a
ter (mm) projector but a second
d the current dual platter
econd projector had been

Mayor Jordan said that the Theater renovation project includes
new projector system as well as retaining the existing 35
35 mm has been proposed so that films do not need to b
projection system can be eliminated. Mr. McLaughl

Caitlin McGrath, President of Friends of Green that the porthole
rojector and it is
stalled while the porthole is

rts of the equipment to be placed

time critical to have the largest piece
accessible. She said $10,000 will all

There was discussion
said there may be way
available. She said
time. Ms. McGrath sai
donated to- j

donations and the $1,800 remaining in the original Friends of
used towards the purchase but questioned where the

. Ms. Mach said she would be supportive of the use of these

t Center Revolving Loan Fund which together would cover

e of the purchase.

Greenbelt Theate:
additional funds
funds combined with the
the $10,000 needed for

Ms. Mach moved that Council approve Dr. McGrath’s proposal for the first phase purchase of a
35 mm projection equipment at a cost of $10,000 with the provision that Dr. McGrath and staff
meet with Cardinal Sound System to review the 35 mm projection equipment costs. Ms. Davis

seconded.

It was noted that a decision can be made on proceeding with the second phase of the projection
equipment purchase until after a decision is made on a theater operator.
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Ms. Pope said Council should wait until the meeting was held with Cardinal Sound System
before it commits to this decision.

Gwen Vaccaro, Vice President of the Greenbelt Community Development Corporation and
Board Member of FOGT, said both organizations had worked diligently to obtain
funding/donations to pay for the projection equipment. She commented that many donors are
hesitant in making a donation until the management of the theater is determined and what type of
programming options will be available.

2, commented on the Café
ing only as a resident, but

Michael Hartman, 2-R Gardenway, President of the New De
being a beneficiary of the theater’s success. He noted he was
expressed his support of the expenditure.

Frank Gervasi, 163 Research Road, expressed conc

’t be an access door to the
projection area for moving equipment in and o ‘

ut said he would b
quipment and an acc

Mr. Roberts noted his support of the theater proje
He said further research is needed on the projectior
equipment should be included in the project.

ting against this item.
or for projection

Dr. McGrath said an access door had b ussed but the use of a crane would be required to

move the large projection equipment through the

aehfvase"conded. The motion passed

with insinuations made by some individuals that staff and
 Forest Preserve Management and Maintenance Guidelines.

agenda item and expre
Council are trying to we

Mr. McLaughlin explained that a review of the Forest Preserve Maintenance and Management
Guidelines (MMG) had been requested by Council because of disagreements within the Forest
Preserve Advisory Board regarding the removal of invasive species. He referred to the staff
memorandum dated November 14, 2014, which reviewed the history of the issue noting that
there are some sections of the MMG that specify certain tasks (annual inspection of all forest
preserve areas) that have never been undertaken, parts of the MMG that are internally
inconsistent with other sections of the MMG, and issues that had not been contemplated in the
original MMG which should be considered.
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Mr. Roberts said the existing MMG are excellent and noted his opposition to any proposed
changes to the document.

Mayor Jordan said that Council held a work session on November 17, 2014, to discuss the
MMG. The need for an update of the MMG was mentioned as part of the recognition that the
MMG is a “living” or “evolving” document.

Mr. Putens noted there are some Forest Preserve needs that need to be addressed including an
assessment of the Forest Preserve and the problem with invasive species becoming worse. He
also commented on the contention within the Forest Preserve Adyisory Board (FPAB).

the work session held last week:
anagement; 3) Invasive Species

Ms. Davis explained the following actions had been disc
1) Update of the City Code; 2) Invasive Species - Sho.
- Long Term Management; 4) Update of Manage %
Forest Preserve Assessment.

Mr. Roberts moved that Council proceed on ¢
biologist/ecologist to provide an assessment of t

Mayor Jordan requested staff seek o
skill set and types of qualifications

Agriculture and cauti He ncouraged Council to issue
a Request for Propos ; tly define exactly what the City is
looking for as a result of ; . Mr. suggested the RFP be widely distributed.

City and recommend

Ethel Dutky, Advisory Committee on Trees member, spoke about her 30 years of experience
with land trust in Calvert County and other areas and said she supported this action. She
encouraged that the assessment be conducted based on usage/purpose of the Forest Preserve.
Ms. Dutky also mentioned the problems invasive species can create in forested areas and noted
that once removal has started, it needs to continue on a regular basis. She also suggested that
members of the FPAB become certified forest naturalists.

Willis Witter, 16 Empire Place, commented on the past practice of passive management of
invasive species.
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The motion passed 7-0. Council requested it also be reviewed by the Forest Preserve Advisory
Board.

Ms. Davis moved that Council direct the FPAB to initiate a review of the MMG and prepare a
list of recommended changes to the City Council. Ms. Mach seconded. The motion passed 6-1.
(Roberts)

Laurie Crunk, 71 Ridge, expressed concern about comments made by Mr. Roberts regarding a
City staff member and said she would like to hear more information about this.

n the MMG after learning about
Followmg the work session,
cted to do for other issues

Ms. Davis explained that Council had asked for a work ses
various disagreements within the Forest Preserve Advisc

said Council is very concerned about the Fore
information available and will makes their own

Donna Almquist, Hedgewood Driv
staff memorandum.

eserve can’t be developed until the
the Forest Preserve assessment and if that

nent should look at the health of all wooded areas of
e Forest Preserve. Mr. Roberts agreed that an assessment
but that would require significantly more funding.

Ms. Mach called the que Ms Davis seconded. The motion passed 7-0.
The motion passed 7-0.
Council discussed the short term management of Invasive Species in the Forest Preserve and

whether to allow continued intervention and management of invasive species in all wooded areas
of the City under the direction of City staff.
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It was noted that any action planned within the Forest Preserve would be reviewed and approved
by the City Manager prior to implementation and consistent with the Forest Preserve Advisory
Board (FPAB) Report #2013-1, the FPAB shall be notified of any projects or programs within
the Forest Preserve.

Mr. Herling said Council should approve any actions regarding the removal of invasive species
in all wooded areas of the City. Mayor Jordan, Ms. Davis, Ms. Mach and Ms. Pope said the
City Manager should be able to approve the work based on input from professional and
competent employees on staff and then make Council aware of the work. Ms. Mach said asking
the FPAB for their input prior to any removal of invasive species.in the Forest Preserve is a good
idea. '

Mr. Roberts and Mr. Herling suggested this item be d until the assessment is complete.

After further discussion, Council did not take any a

Ms. Davis moved that Council direct staff to
Parks and Recreation, of the City Code and u
proposed changes would be referred to the FPA
seconded. The motion passed 6-1. (

Jude Maul, 133 Greenhill Road, said
preserve seems short sighted, especiall
day.

Mr. Witter expressed
large portion of the

with English Ivy and other invasive
uthority to authorize some removal of

Lee Shields, 8-C Platea
Preserve issues very well

complimented the City Manager who has handled the Forest
many years.

Ray Stevens, 46 Ridge, questioned whether any of the Council actions this evening impacts
removal of invasive species in the community gardens. Council said no.

Bill Orleans asked and was provided answers to several questions.
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Proposed 2015 Legislative Program: Mayor Jordan read the agenda comments.

Ms. Davis moved that Council approve the following priorities for the 2015 Legislative Program:
State:
1) $285,000 bond bill for Greenbelt Lake Dam repair (filter blanketdrain)
2) Funding for Greenbelt Road Streetscape Improvements
3) Revise noise barrier policies along the Beltway

County:
1) Greenbelt Station school attendance issue

2) New Greenbelt Fire Station
3) Cell Phone Towers on School Properties

Joint State/County:

1) Protect municipal funding sources
2) Planning and zoning for municipaliti
3) WMATA funding for Sunday bus s

Ms. Mach seconded. The motion pa:

Council Reports: Council,
attended.

Ms. Davis

COG National Capital Region Emergency Preparedness Council — Ms. Davis

Farewell Receptio - outgoing County Councilmembers Turner, Capos and Olson —
Mayor Jordan, Ms. Davis, Mr. Putens, Ms. Mach, Mr. Herling and Ms. Pope

Prince George’s County Municipal Association Meeting — Mayor Jordan, Ms. Davis and
Mr. Herling

Reception for outgoing Gaithersburg Mayor Sidney Katz — Ms. Davis

Student Council Swearing In Ceremony at Magnolia Elementary School - Mayor Jordan

Workshop on Sustainable Maryland Leadership — Mayor Jordan

Congressman Hoyer’s Visit/Donation to St. Hugh’s Food Pantry — Mayor Jordan

Greenbelt Community Development Corporation Annual Meeting — Mayor Jordan
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REFERAL TO GREENBELT ETHICS COMMISSION: Mr. Roberts moved that a letter from
Robert Snyder regarding a personnel matter be referred to the Greenbelt Ethics Commission for
review. No second was received on the motion.

Mr. Shay advised the first step to a referral to the Ethics Commission would be to refer the
matter to the City Solicitor to see if the City’s Ethics Code applies to the matter. He said if it is
found to comply, it could then be referred to the Ethics Commission.

Following discussion, Ms. Davis moved that an executive session be scheduled on this personnel
matter. Ms. Pope seconded. The motion passed 6-1. (Roberts):

MEETINGS: Council reviewed the upcoming meeting sche

1:03 a.m.

. Emmett V. Jordan
~ Mayor
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November 24, 2014

Petition to Deny City’s Request to Rewrite the Forest Preserve

Management and Maintenance Guidelines

Dear Members of Council,

Tonight I petition you to deny the City’s request to rewrite the Forest Preserve Management and
Maintenance Guidelines (hereafter referred to as the Guidelines). In my opinion, this request is an
attempt by the City to trespass on the duties of the Council and the Council’s Forest Preserve Advisory
Board (FPAB). I attended the work session held on Monday, 17 November, which was organized to
discuss proposed changes to the Guidelines. I was surprised to see Mr. Michael McLaughlin, the City
Manager, and Ms. Celia Craze, the staff liaison to FPAB, present an FPAB motion to Council without
telling Council that the motion had failed to obtain a majority vote by members of the FPAB. In my
opinion this was an attempt by the City to mislead the Council. It appears that they made this request so
that they could rewrite the Guidelines in order to give them the authority to do whatever they want inside

the Forest Preserve without having to first gain approval by Council.

As a volunteer at the Animal Shelter I have experienced similar disturbing behavior by the City. Ihave
already petitioned Council to have an independent agency investigate allegations of possible misconduct
by the City in the operations of the animal shelter. Ihave also asked that you look into the role played by
Mr. McLaughlin in preventing Council and the public from knowing about these allegations. I want to
make it clear that I am not accusing anyone of misconduct. It is Council’s responsibility to determine if
the allegations have merit. However, as a volunteer I did experience disturbing behavior. As a result of
pointing out irregularities at the shelter, I became the target of two letters written by two volunteers. The
purpose of these letters was to discredit me by painting a false picture of my character. Ihave provided
Council with documentation that appears to suggest that these letters where orchestrated by City staff. I
am now witnessing the use of these same tactics on Mr. Bob Snyder, Chairman of FPAB. The City is
trying to paint a picture of Mr. Snyder as being unable to reach a consensus of opinion amongst FPAB
members. This is a troubling pattern, which in my opinion is unethical. Ihave written several letters to

Council about this behavior and you should now be able to recognize this pattern. Therefore in my



opinion, Council should receive the request by Mr. McLaughlin and Ms. Craze to rewrite the Guidelines

with suspicion.

I recognize that FPAB must work effectively with both the Council and the City. Therefore, I would like
to see the Council explore all options to create a more productive relationship between FPAB and the
City. Inresponse to the attempt by the City to mislead Council at Monday’s work session, I feel that one
option that should be strongly considered is for Council to work with the City Manager to appoint a new

City liaison to FPAB.

The Guidelines should not be rewritten to allow the City to circumvent the authority of Council, the
careful review by FPAB and input from the public. I view the Guidelines as a sort of constitution put in
place by the people of Greenbelt on behalf of the Forest Preserve. The citizens of Greenbelt fought hard
for this constitution. This recent attempt by Mr. McLaughlin and Ms. Craze to water down the checks and
balances of power between the Council and the City will be met with an equally hard fight. Only the
elected members of Council represent the will of the people. Speaking for myself, I want the Forest

Preserve and the will of the people protected from this attempted trespass by the City.

Brian Almquist

Boxwood Village



Cindy Murray

Patrick J. McAndrew <pmcandrew@manddlaw.com>

From:

Sent: Monday, Novernber 24, 2014 4:26 PM
To: Cindy Murray

Subject: Tonight's City Council Meeting
Importance: High

Cindy,

As I mentioned when I telephoned, T am requesting that this email be provided to the Mayor prior to tonight's
council meeting.

Thanks,

Pat

desfesie ook el sl e sl ol sh ok

Mayor Jordan,

It had been my hope to appear before council this evening, to speak under Petitions and Requests. Due to
scheduling issues, I am unable to attend this evening's meeting in person. I am requesting, as a courtesy, that
you present this email on my behalf under Petitions and Requests.

As you recall, I appeared before council on October 27th at which time 1 offered a Petition on behalf of the rank
and file police officers of the Greenbelt Lodge of the Fraternal Order of Police. This petition sought to have the
city fund step increases in the current budget for all rank and file police officers,.

My purpose in presenting a petition this evening is to amend my earlier petition. This evening I would like to
petition council to fund such step increases for all classified city employees, not just the rank and file police
officers. Since this current budget would mark the fourth consecutive year that all employees would not receive
step increases, I believe it is time to make this matier a high priority. As citizens, we benefit greatly from a
capable, devoted and professional city staff - in all departments.

It is intended that all funded step increases would be retroactive to July 1, 2014, which marks the beginning of
the current budget year.

I also request a status report on my petition from the October 27th meeting.

Your presentment of these two issues on my behalf and in my absence is greatly appreciated.

Thank you,

Pat McAndrew
7500 Greenway Center Drive, Suite 1130 and 1135 Periwinkle Court

—t



